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L V k. XIX. 8. 
And Taccheus ſtood, and ſaid anto the Lord, By: 
| hold, Lord, the Half of my Goods I give to the 


Poor: and if I haus taken any Thing from any 
Man by falſe Accuſation, I reſtore him Four fold. 


Epentance being ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
R Salyation, "bat no Man can be ſaved 


\, without it, it hath pleaſed God in his 
Holy Word, not only to call upon us, and 
command us to repent, but he hath given us likewiſe 
ſeveral Examples of it, that fo underſtanding how tha 
Saints of Old ſet upon this Great Work, we may the 
better know how to do it too. But one of the moſt 
remarkable Inſtances that we have of this Kind, either 
in the Old or New Teſtament, is that of Zaccheut, 
who having lived many Years in a Great and Notori- 
aus Sin, and coming aftetwards, upon the Sight of 

A 2 Terri. 
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+ Chriſt, to a Sight and Senſe of his Sin too, he im- 
diarely became ſo true a Penitent, ſo ſincere a Con- 
Vert, at ts Example is left upon Recerd- for all | 
5 — to know and imitate. | 
To underſtand the Story atight it will be neceſſity 
to confider the — 1 il Ga For ; 
which, we mutt kypw, the ſevera ntries 
and Te eden i to lber Bla \EmperourY he had 
a certain Toll, Tribute, or Cuſtom paid him, which 
was let out at a certain Rate to ſome that lived there- 
abouts. which were therefore called Tewvau, the 


22 þ./7 905 po ae J. fe war) 1 a 


lantur oe: Ul ſtian. 
Theſe employed others under them to collect the 
Tuſtoms, who were therefere called by the Romans 
Portitores, becapſe they went to the Ports, and other 
Places, to mandel an vive lh ld, and then to bring 
them to the Farmers which uſed to fit at a Place ap- 
inted for the Receipt of them, therefore called 
Neluten,.” The :Rechipr. of Cuftom, where our Lord 
found: St. Aettbew. Utting . wheh \He called bim to 
im, Matt. 9. . Now they who thus Farmed the 
"Cutcms, or any Publick Revenues, were therefore 
15 Publicani by the Romans, as we learn from 
ian, the Old Roman Lawyer, and the Famous Ci- 
ian. Publicai dicuntur, - qui publica velligalia ha- 
=—_ condutta, L. 12, &c. de publicani s. They, faith 
"he. are called Publicans who have the Publick Reve- 
Auel s farmed out to them. Which I therefore mention 
that ye may know who ot what theſe Publicans were 
which you read of fo often in the New Tefloment , 
For they wete not, as they are commonly thought to 
be, ſuch as gathered the Cuſtoms themſelves, but ſuch 
as bired them at a certain Rate, which they paid 
early into the Exchequer, or by Order from thence. 
And. uſually — Cans: * in taking —— 
ublic 
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Publick Revenues in ſuch a Place, and are therefore 
in the Civil Law called Socii vertigaliun, the Part- 
ners or Companions of the Cuſtoms, which they ma- 
naged either jointly or ſeparately, - as they could 
agree among themſelves. And that is the Reaſon that 
you often meet with many of them together, as Matt. 
9. 10. Lak. 3 12. ch. 15. 1. becauſe. they that ma- 
naged the Bufineſs Jointly, or in common, were uſually 


together. 


Sometimes one Man might take all the . Cuſtoms 
that ſhould grow due in ſuch a Place, eſpecially if 
the Place was but ſmall, and he could give ſuch Secu- 
rity as the Publick liked of; and he would either 
take Care of the whole himſelf, or elſe Lett either all, 
or ſome part, to others under him, and therefore 
was called Acre, chief among the Publicans; 
ſuch a One there was at Jericho, called Zaccheus, and 
he was Rich, as it is here ſaid, v. 2.And he muſt needs 
be Rich who could Farm ſo confiderable a Part of 
the Publick Revenues, and give ſuch Security as would 
be required of him in that Caſe. bt 54: 

Now this Rich Publican having heard much of the 
Fame of Feſus, and underftanding that He was to paſs 
through Jericho, in his Way ro Feruſalem, he had a 
great Mind to ſee him; bur being a Man of a low 
Stature he could not poſſibly ſet his Eyes upon him, 
by reaſon of the Crowd that was about him ; and 
therefore be ran before, and got up into aiSycomore- 
Tree that was in the Way. When Feſus was come to 
the Place, He: looked up and ſaw him, and ſaid 
bim, Zaccheus, make haſte and come down, for to Day 
I muſt abide at thy Houſe, v. 5. The Man could not 
but be very much ſurprized to hear one whom he 
had never ſeen before calling Him by his Name, and 
inviting himſelf to his Houſe, as if he had been an Old 
Acquaintance, eſpecially ſeeing He did not only defire, 


bur bid him come down, and that quickly; from 


whenge 


: 
IJ 
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whence he could not but think there was ſomething 
more than ordinary in it, and ſo certainly there was: 
For tho he had never ſeen eſus, Zeſus had ſeen him 
before he was got into the Sycomore, as he had ſeen 
Nathaniel when he was under the g- Tree, Joh, 1. 
48. even by his All-ſeeing Eye, from which nothing 
could be hid, and by which he knew his very Heart 
too, how deſirous he was to ſee him in the Way, and 
what he would do at Home, better than be himſelf 


\ knew it: For it is more than probable that he had no 


Thoughts as yer of ſaying or doing what he after- 
wards did. goats 
Chriſt had no ſooner ſpoken to Zaccheus to make 
haſte and come down but he preſently obeyed: For 
he made haſte and came down, and received him joyful- 
iy, v. 6. Where we may obferve by the way how 
punQually he obſerved Chriſt's Command, and hear- 
kened to his Call: Chriſt bid him come down, and 
he came down; Chriſt bid him make haſte, and he 
did make haſte ro do it; Chriſt told him that he muſt 
g> to his Houſe, and he did not. only receive: him, 
but did ir joyfully , and all this in a Matter which 
might ſeem very indifferent. How ſoever Zacobens 
made no ſcruple ot that; he had Chriſt's Command, 
and that was enough for him, for be preſently and 


.Cheerfully obeyed it; and fo | hath ſet all Chri- 
ſtians an Example what to do inthe like Caſe ; what 


Chrift commands us to do we muſt not diſpute about 
ir, burdo it in Obedience to his Command, and we 
_ foon find the happy Effect of it, as Zaccheus 


But behold the Malice and Wickedneſs of Men, even 
of choſe alſo who had the Happineſs to converſe. with 
Chr:ift himſelf; for Zaccheus had no ſooner received 
this Divine Gueſt into his Houſe, but they who came 
along with him, inſtead of commending Chriſt for 
condeſcending fo far as to go into Zaccheuss — 
88 ang 
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and Zaccheus for his kind Entertainment of Chriſt, 
they preſently fall a Railing at both; at Zaccheus 


for having been a great Sinner, and at Chriſt himſelf 
for accepting of an Entertainment from him: For it is 


- faid, When they ſaw it they allmurmured, ſaying, that 


he was gone to be a Gueſt with a Man that is a Sinner, 


v. 7. For the Jet looked upon all Publicans as great 


Sinners, not only becauſe they uſually exacted more 
than their due, but becauſe they were Publicans to 
the Heathen Emperours, and Farmed their Revenues , 
which they, eſteeming themſelves the only People of 
God, were mightily offended ar, inſomuch that they 
would never come near them, nor have any Conver- 
fation with them; and if any one offered to fit down 
and eat with them they were preſently ſcandalized at 
it, and therefore murmured againſt Chriſt himſelf, 
and his Diſciples, for doing it, not only at this, but 
at any other Time, as LA. 5. 3e. | 

But ſee here the Wiſdom and Power of God in 
bringing Good out of Evil. Zaccheus hearing himſelf 
called a Sinner, and Chri/? upbraided for only coming 
into his Houſe, was preſently pricked in the Heart, 
and called his Sins to remembrance, and was ſtruck 
with ſo quick a Senſe of them, with ſo great a Sor- 
row for them, and with ſo ſtrong an Averſion to them, 
and Refolution againſt them for the future, that he 
was not able to bear it any longer, nor ſo much as to 
keep it in, but up he gets, and in the midſt of them 
all addreſſeth himſelf to our Lord in this humble and 
penitent manner, ſaying, Beho/d, Lord, the Half of 
” Goods I give tothe Poor; and if I have taken any 


| ; om any Man by falſe Accuſation I reflore him 


I 
Four-fold. As if he had ſaid, I perceive, Lord, that 
the People who attend thee are very much offended 
at thy into my Houſe, who am a Sinner. I 
confeſs I am ſo, a very great Sinner: But I beſeech 
thee not to diſdain to ſtay a little with me, and to be 
c 8 my 
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my Gueſt upon that account; for whatſoever Sins 
1 have hitherto committed I now heartily repent of 
them, and reſolve and promiſe before thee and them 
that 1 will never commit them any more. And to 
reſtifie my Sincetity herein, | behold, \ Lord, I will 
now relievethe Poor as much. as ever I oppreſled them; 
for I will give them half my Goods, and whatſoever 
1 have wronged any Man of I will not only reſtore it 
to him again, but I will give him Four Times the Va- 
lue of it, 0 : £37 
Our Lord having heard this ingenuous Confeſſion 
and holy Vow made by the Publican, preſently cries 
out, This Day is Salvation come to this Houſe, foraſe 
much as be alſo is the Son of Abraham, vet. 9. As if 
he had ſaid, I fee that this Man is now truly Penirent 
for his Sins, and fo is this Day come into a State of Sal- 
vation; that Salvation which I am come to 'procure 
for Mankind, it is this Day come home to him, and by 
his Means to his whole - Houſe, foraſmuch as he alſo 
is of the Seed of 2 whom the Promiſes of 
my Goſpel do peculiarly belong. And although he 
hath hitherto been a Sinner, yet that ſhall not hinder 
his obtaining Salvation by me; for I rhe: Son of Man 
am come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loft, v. 10. 
that is, Iam come into the World on purpoſe to ſeek 
ſuch Sinners as he hath been, and ro ſave them from 
their Sins; for, I came not to cell the Righteous, but 
Sinners to Repentance, Matt. 9. 12. He hath been 
a Sinner, I have called him to Repentance; lie hath 
acrorgingly repented, and therefore he {hall be ſaved; 
How did Zaccheus rejoice to bear theſe: gracious 
Words from Chriſt's own Mouth? How happy ſhould 
we think ourſelves, or rather, how happy ſhould” 
we be. if the Saviour of the World ſhould: fay the 
ame of us, and of every one of our Houſes; that this 
Day is Salvation come home to, us? Abdi yet it is no 
more than what we may be all as certain of as _ 
cheus 
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cbeus was, if we do as he did. He had been a great 
Sinner, and ſo have we, but he repented truly of all 
his Sins, and if we do fo roo we ſhall be ſaved as he 
was; and if we do it this Day, this Day will Salva- 
tion come to us, as it did ro him the ſame Day that 
he repented. 12 r 

Well then, that we may be thus happy this Day, 
let us ſeriouſly conſider how Zaccheus teſtified his Re- 

nrance, fo as to find Grace and Favour in the Sight 
of Chriſt, that we may go and do. likewiſe. That 
from this Day forward we may be reckoned: among 
true Penitents, ſuch as he was, that we may obtain 
the ſame Salvation as he did. | 

Zaccheus therefore being come to himſelf as ſoon 
as Chriſt was'come into his Houſe, and being rouched 
with a fincere Repentance for all the Errors of his 


Life paſt, expreſſed it the ſame Way as Daniel ad- 


viſed Nebuchadnezzar to do it, when he ſaid, Where- 
fore, O King, let my Council be acceptable unto thee, 
and break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, and thine Ini. 
quities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, Dan. 4. 27. 
Thus did Zaccheus, be brake off his Sins by Righte- 
ouſneſs, in making juſt and full Reſtitution of what 
he had wronged others of; and be brake off bis Ini- 
quities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, in that he gave 
them Half of all his Goods. 

He begins with his Charity and Mercy to the Poor 
firſt, as the Way whereby to find Mercy at the Hands of 
God in the Pardon of his Sins; and therefore we read 
that Alns .maketh an Atonement for Sins, Eccle- 
ſiaſticus 3. 30. that is, they put a Man into the Way 
of having the Propitiation or Atonement which Chriſt 
hath made for the Sins of Mankind applied parti- 
cularly to him. As we fee in the Famous Inſtance of 
Cornelius the Centution, whoſe A/ms; together wirh 
bis Prayers, being gone ap for a Memorial before 
God; God ſent an Angel from Heaven en oor 
| pole 
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- Poſe to direct him how to come to the Knowledge of 
 Chrift, and ſo to Pardon and Salvation by him, A. 10. 
Bur as Zaccheus's Sins had been great, his Alms 
mult be ſo too; and therefore not contenting himſelf 
with giving a little, but to make his future Charity , 
bear ſome proportionto his former Sins, he reſolves to 
make the Poor equal Sharers with him in his whole 
- Eſtate, Half of my Goods, ſays he, I give to the Poor; 
. Half of my Goods, that is, of ſuch as ſhall remain to 
me after I have made complete Reſtitution of what! 
have taken wrongfully from others, for he could 
teckon up no more as his own; but whatſoever he 
could truly call his own, that he would divide 
Into Two equal Parts, and keep one for himſelf and 
his own neceſſary Occaſions, and give the other to 
the Poor for the Relief of their Neceſſities. 
But then, you'll fay, are we bound to do fo too 
To give Half of our Eftates to Poor People, as he did? 
No ſorely, it is not neceſſary for all to follow bis 
Steps in this Particular, but only for ſuch as are in the 
Tame Circumſtances with him. Some may be bound 
to give more, others may not be bound to give fo 
much as he did. Our Lord enjoined the Young Rich 
Man in the Goſpel 7o ſe/! not only Half, but All that 
be had, and give to the Poor, Matt. 19. 21. And com- 
mended the Poor Widow for caſting into the Treaſury 
ell that ſhe bad, even all her Living, Mark 12. 44. 
But others, on the contrary, may be ſo far from being 
bound to give either all or half, that they may be 
bound not to give a fifth Part, becauſe their Circum- 
ſtances may be ſuch that they cannot do it without 
tranſgreſſing ſuch Commands of God, whereby they 
are pre: obliged to provide Neceſſaries for themſelves 
and Families. Indeed as to the quota, how much 
every oneought to Pious and Charitable Ules, it is no- 
where determined in Scripture ; for God would have 
it to be a Free-will Offering; and therefore, _ 
ay - 
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he hath commanded us in general to ofter, he hath 
left it to our own Free-wills how much to offer, that 
ſo there may be ſomethirg in it - of our own Choice, 
as well as of his Command. Only knowing the Cor- 
ruption of our Wills, and how prone we are to abuſe 
that Freedom that he hath given us in this Particular, 
he hath ſet us ſome General Rules whereby to regu- 
late ourſelves in it; and theſe we are all bound to 
obſerve as exactly as Zaccheus himſelt did, who hath 
ſer us ſuch an Example in it, that could we follow it 
as we ought our Charity would be as acceptable to 
Chriſt as his was. | 
For firſt, Zaccheus being ſenſible of his former Sins, 
not only in griping, but likewiſe in not relieving the 
Poor as he ought to have done, he now reſolves to be 
free and liberal to them for the future; not only to 
give them a little ſomething now and then, but to give 
ſo much as to demonſtrate himſelf to be now as liberal 
as he was before covetous; as the Prophet ſaith, The 
Liberal Man deviſeth Liberal Things, Iſai. 32. 8. So 
Zaccheus did, he deviſe dhow to diſtribute his Charity 
ſo as that he might become a truly liberal Man; and 
for that Purpoſe did not trouble himſelf about the 
minimum quod ſic, juſt how much he was bound to 
give, but reſolved to give much, ſo much that he 
might be ſure rogive rather more than the Law ſtrictly 
required of him than leſs. The ſame we read of Cor- 
nelius too, that he gave much Alms tothe People, Act. 
10. 2, Andthe ſame Meaſures certainly we ought to 
why 1 of uy . 2 7 St. Paul 
aith, He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly: 
And he that ſometh — ſhall — alſo — 2 
fully, 2 Cor. 9. 6. Which is the ſame in Effect with 
that of the Wiſe Man, The Liberal Soul ſhall be made 
Fat, and he that watereth ſhall be watered alſo bimſelf, 
Prov, 11. 25. From whence we may obſerve, that 
the more we give to the Poor, the more we ſhall. 
Was . receive 
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teceive from God: The more bountiful we are to them, 
the more bountiful he will be to us; which plainly 
thews, that although he hath nowhere appointed us 
how much to give, yet he is pleaſed with them that 
give much, mote than with thoſe who give but little: 
And by Conſequence, that as we expect and defire 
much Mercy from him, we muſt expreſs as much 
Charity to others as we can. 

As much, I ſay, as we can; for hetein alſo Zac- 
cheus hath ſer us an Example, who did not only re- 
ſolve to give liberally in general, but to give as libe- 
rally as his Eſtate would bear ; and for that Purpoſe con- 
lidering with himſelf how much he had that he might 
properly call his own, and that one half of it would 
be ſufficient for himſelf and his Family, he reſolved 
to give the other half to the Poor. And tho' all are 
not bound to give the ſame Proportion as he did, yet 
all ſhoa!d give in ſome Proportion to what they have, 
be it more or leſs. This Rule the Apoſtle himſelf 

reſcribed to the Corinthians by the Inſpiration of the 

Joly Ghoſt, who hath alſo kept it upon Record, that 
all Chriſtians might obſerve it : Upon the Firſt Day 
of the Week, ſaith he, let every one lay by him in 
Store (for the Poor Saints) as God bath proſpered 
him, 1 Cor. 16. 2. Which doth not only ſhew that 
all Chriſtians, even in the Apoſtles Time, made their 
Offerings as we now do, by the Order of our Church, 
every Lord'e Day, bur likewiſe. that every one was 
bound to give according to his Ability, or as the Apo- 
- Tile words it, as God hath proſpered him. The ſame 
in Eff. & was commanded long before by Moſes, ſaying, 
And thou ſhalt keep the Feaft of Weeks uno the Lord 
tby God, with a Tribute of a Free- will Offering, which 
ru Halt give according as the Lord thy God hath bleſſed 
thee, Deut. 16. 10. And a greater than either St. Paul 
or Moſes, even Chriſt himſelf, requires as much, where 
he {aith, But rather, give A/ms as ye are able j * 

cho 
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bebold all Things are clean to you, as it is tightly tran- 
ſlated in the Margin of your Bibles, Lux. 11. 41. for 
ſo the Greek _—_ . 4 mo 2 SN5jhooumy, 
roperl ite, as might eafily wn; ſo that 
— — one here affirms, that if we give as much 
Alms as we are able all Things are clean to us, o- 
therwiſe not: And therefore, in order to our having 
all Things to be clean to us, he requires us to give as 
much as we can to Pious and Charitable Uſes; and 
if we do that, how much or how little ſoever it be, 
it will ſtill be acceptable to God, according to that re- 
markable Paſſage in the Book of Tobit, inſerted among 
the Sentences we read at the Offertory, Be merciful 
efter thy Power, if thou haſt much, give . 
If thou baſt little, do thy Diligence gladly to give of i! 
little; for ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf « good Reward in the 
Day of Neceſſity, Tob. 4. $, 9. And therefore, as I 
hope ye all make Conſcience of giving ſomething to 
the Poor out of that which God hath given to you 
for that Purpoſe, ſo I deſire that you would always 
obſerve this Rule in the doing of it, even to propor- 
tion your Charity to your Eſtates, leſt otherwiſe God 
juſtly proportion your Eſtates to your Charity; and if 
ye do not give as much as ye are able, make you able 
to give more no than * | 
Moreover, although Zaccheus gave ſo great a Pro- 
portion of his Eſtate to the Poor, he did it freely, and 
of his own accord ; Nobody, as we read of, bad him, 
or ſo much as adviſedihim to ir. It was purely his own 


Choice, as appears both from his Promptneſs and Rea- 


dineſs to doit, and likewiſe from that Cheerfulneſs 
and Alacrity heexpreſs'd in doing it; ſo ſoon as ever 
he duly confidered it was his Duty, his Mind was 
wholly bent upou it, and therefore without being 
{ſpoke to he ſtands up, and freely offers Half of his 
Eſtate to God forthe Uſe of the Poor; and in this al- 


ſo we ought to follow him. Whatſoever we give, — 
c mu 


14 The Nature and Neceſſity of Reſtitution. 
muſt give it with our Hearts as well as with our 
Hands, otherwiſe howſoever acceptable ir may be to 
the Poor, it will not be ſo to God, who, as he hath 
commanded us to give, fo he hath commanded like- 
wiſe to do it heartily. Thon ſhalt ſurely give, faith | 
he, anto thy Poor Brother, and thine Heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou giveſt unto him, Deut. 15. 10. 
You muſt not be grieved that God requires this of 
you, but be as glad to give, as the Poor are to receive, 
He that giveth, faith the Apoſtle, let him do it with 
Simplicity; be that ſheweth Mercy, with Cheerfulneſs, 
Rom. 12. 8, And elſewhere, Every Man, according 
as he purpoſeth in his Heart, ſo let him give; not 
grudgingiy, or of neceſity, for God loveth a cheerſul 
Giver, 2 Cor. 9. 7. | 

But how came this Publican all of a ſudden to be 
thus willing to part with Half his Eſtate? Doubtleſs 
that which inclined him chiefly to it was the great Re- 
ſpeQt and Reverence he had for Chrif? then preſent, 
and his hearty Deſire to pleaſe him, as appears from 
his ſtanding up and applying himſelf to Chriſt, ſaying, 
Behold, Lord, the Half of my Goods I-groe to the Poor. 


Where, as he plainly acknowledgeth Chrift to be his 


Lord, ſo he deſires him to take notice of what he was 
about to ſay and do, which clearly ſhews that he had 
a regard to Chriſt in what he did; and ſo muſt we 
too in whatſoever we give unto the Poor ; though we 
give it to them we muſt not give it for theirs, but 
for Chriſt's Sake, with reſpect to his Command, and 
for the ſetting forth of his Honour, as he is our great 
Lord and Maſter: And whatſoever we thus fincerely 
do upon his Account he will be ſure to accept of it, 
and to reward us accordingly for it, for we have his 
own Word for it, Mar. 9. 41. Matt. 10. 42. | 
There is till another Thing behind much to be ob- 
ſerved in Zaccheus's Charity, and that is, that he 


did ir preſently, at the ſame Time that he was con- 


vinced 
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ur vinced it was his Duty, Beho/d, Lord, faith he, the 
to Half of my Goods I give to the Poor; he ſpeaks in the 
th Preſent, not in the Future Tenſe ; not I will ive it 
e- hereafter, but I do give it now; now that I am in thy 
th Preſence, and in the Preſence: of all theſe People, 
or wo are as ſo many Witneſſes of this my Deed of Gift, 
o. I give and dedicate to the Uſe of the Poor Half of my 
of Whole Eſtate, ſo that from this Day forward I will 
"7 not look upon it as mine own, but as theirs: for thy 
t Sake. | ff t 4 
s, And herein certainly all are obliged to follow his 
2 Example: Whatſoever God hath enabled you to give 
ot to Pious and Charitable Uſes, you muſt not put off 
ul the giving it from Day to Day, much leſs ro your 
ut Day, as the Cuſtom of ſome is, who will give 
be nothing to others ſo long as they can keep it them- 
1G ſelves, but hope to make amends for their Neglect of 
e- this Great Duty all their Lives by doing ir when 
t, they Die z when they Die they know they muſt part 
m with their Eſtates whether they will or no; and 
g. therefore in their laſt Will and Teſtament, which is 
v. not in Force till they are Dead, they can make a ſhift 
is to bequeath ſomething to the Poor; but altho* the 
as Poor may be the better for what they then give, they 
id themſelves will be never the better for it, it being no 
e Charity at all, foraſmuch as they do not then give it 
ve from themſelves, but from their Heirs and Executors. 
ut Neither are the Poor beholden ro them, bur to their 
d Mortality, for it; for at this rate if they ſhould ne- 
at ver Die they would never Give. This is not to do as 
y |. Zacchexs did, who was ſo far from deferring his Cha- 
t, rity to the laſt, that it was the firſt Thing he did after 
is his Converfion ; and I heartily wiſh that we could ail 
follow him in this, as well as in the other Particulars, 
b- even reſolve this Day to give as much as we can to 
10 the Poor for God's Sake, that ſo Chriſt may ſay of 0 
us, as he did of him, This Day is Salvation — 
bs | is 
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16 The Nature and Neceſſity of Reftitution. 
_ Pariſh, and to all that are here before me at this 
Zaccheus having thus givenHalf his Goods to the Poor, 
he preſently conſidered what Goods he had which he 
could properly call his own, and therefore had Po-wer 
to do what he pleaſed with them; for he was Conſcious 
to himfelf that he had many Goods in his Poſſeſſion 
which he had no Right or Title to, but was bound to 
reſtore them to their right Owners, which he there- 
fore refolves immediately to do; for till that was 
done he could not tell how to perform his former Pro- 


miſe of giving Half his Goods to the Poor, for fear 


of giving other Mens as well as his own, which would 
have ſpoiled his Charity to all Intents and Purpoſes , 
and therefore he had no ſooner ſaid, Bebold, Lord, 
Half of my Goods I give to the Poor, but he adds with 
the {ame Breath, and whatſoever I have wronged any 
Man, or taken from any Man by falſe Accuſation, I 
re ſtore him Four. fold. ln which Words there are Two 
Things to be conſider d, what it was he would reſtore, 


and how he would reſtore it, even Four. fold. 


As for che Firſt, he reſolves to reftore whatſoever 
he had unjuſtly or wrongfully gotten from any Man, 
whether by falſe Accuſation, or any other unlawful . 
Way, for ſo the Word iouzopyylnon here uſed figni- 
fies, as I could eaſily ſhew. But for our better under- 
ſtand ing of it, we muſt call ro mind what I obſerv- 
ed before, that the Publicans were the Farmers of the 
Publick Revenues, for which they paid a conſiderable 
Sum of Money, or elſe gave Security for it, and 
therefore were allowed to make what they could of 
them, and were entruſted with full Power and Autho- 
riry ro demand and receive them as they became due; 


but as it was neceſſary they ſhould have ſuck Power 


granted them, it was almoft impoſſible to prevent 
their abuſing it, by exacting more than what was really 


their due, which they ſo commonly did, that the Magi- 
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ſtrates were forced to make very ſevere Laws to 
reſtrain them, ſome of which are till extant in the 
Digeſts or Body of the Old Roman Laws. One of which 
begins thus, Quante audaire & quante temeritatis fint 
Publicanorum fatliones, nemo eſt quineſciat : Of how 


great Roldneſs, of how great Raſhneſs, the Factions or 


Combinations of the Publicans are nobody can be 
ignorant, L. 12. D. de Publicanis. Livy in his 25th 
Book gives a ſtiange Inftance of the horrible Vices 
they were guilry of; for which. as Szrdas truly faith, 
Aisch, aig role wWanrmois x, T0 T2 TIws bop , 
The very Name of a Publican was odious to the 
Ancientss Where he alſo reckons up ſome of the 
horrid Sins that were common among them: As 
the open Force and Violence they uſed in their Ex- 
actions; their incorrigible Rapine, their ſhameleſs 
Covetouſneſs, their unreaſonable Contentiouſneſs, 
and their impudent Dealing with People to gain ſome- 
thing from them, Suid. in Tous, 

Indeed Fraud, Couſenage, Lying, Perjury, Oppreſ- 
ſion and Extortion, were the common Sins of all Pub. 
licans in thoſe Days; and therefore it is no Wonder 
that Publicans and Sinners are ſo often Joined toge- 
ther in the New Teſtament, as if they were Synoni- 
mous Terms, as Mat. 11. 19. ch. 9. 11. Mark 2. 15. 
Lak. 5. 30. And Publicans are always placed firſt, as 
being nor only Sinners, but the greateſt of all Sinners, 
And ir is very obſervable, that when the Publicans 
came to John the Bapriſt, and asked him what they 
ſhould do, he ſaid unto them, Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you, Luk. 3. 13. Implyin 
that Extortion was the common Sin they were all guil- 
ty of; and that to exact no more than their Dug 
was ſo extroadinary a Vertue in a Publican, that he 
could require no more of them in order to their 


being Baptized by him. 75, 2065 


C e 
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From hence therefore we may gather what it was which 
Zaccheus here promiſeth to reſtore; for he being a 
Publican, and one of the Chief of them, had doubtleſs 
been guilty of the ſame Sins which were fo rife 
among the Men of his Order, as Cicero, or rather of 
his Faction, as the Civil Law calls it; he had cou- 
ſened and cheated many a poor Man; he had 
extorted and exadted more than was appointed him; 
he had wronged others to enrich himſelf; he had by 
open Violence, and ſecret Fraud and Cunning, got 
other Mens Money and Goods into his Hand, which 
he now reſolves to reſtore, and not only ſo, but to 
do it Four-fold, 

Bat why Four-fold? Why any more than what 
he had unjuſtly gotten? And why fo much more as 
Four-fold > To underſtand this we muſt confider, 
that by the Moſaick Law, which he profeſſed, If « 
Man flole an Ox or a Sheep, and killed it, or ſold it, 

he was bound to reflore Five Oxen for an Ox, and 
Four Sheep for a Sheep, Exod. 22. 1. According, to 
which Law, when Nathan the Prophet in his Parable 
| f told David, that a Rich Man had taken away a Poor 
1 Man's Lamb, David ſaid, that he ſhould reſtore the 
Lamb Four. fold, 2 Sam. 12. 6. From whence it appears, 
; that in ſome Caſes of Theft a. Four-tfold Reſtitution 
i! was required by the Law of God; and ſo it was too by 
2 the Law of the Roman Empire under which Zaccheus 
| lived, and of which he held his Place, for ſo we read 
in the Panderts, or Body of the Old Roman Laws 

{till extant, that Goods either taken away by force, or 

maniteſily ſtolen, were to be reſtored in quadruplin, 

that is, Four-fold. L. 1. D. de Publicanis. But this 

Law was made more mild and gentle as to Publicans: 

For of them it is enacted, Quad illieite, publice pri- 

vatimque exallum eſt, cum altero tanto paſhs injuriam 

exolvitur. Per vim rem extortum, cum pen tripli re- 
Hituitur, L. 9. F. in eod. What is unlawfully exacted 
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by a Publican, either publickly or privately, is paid 
back with as much more to thoſe who have ſuffered 
the Wrong, but what is extorted by Force is reſtored 


Three-fold. | 
But there was this great Priviledge alſo granted to 


a Publican, that if he reſtored what he had forcibly 


taken away without going to Law about ir, omni onere 
exuitur, he was freed from any further Puniſhment 
or Trouble about it, L. 1. S. in cod. So that Zaccheur 
being a Publican, it he had voluntarily reſtored what 
he had unjuſtly taken away, or the bare Value of it, 
the Law could have taken no hold of him; and if he 
had ſtood it out to the laſt he could have been forced 
to have reſtored no more than the Double of what he 
had unlawfully exacted, or the Treble of what he had 
violently extorted from any Man. | 
But Zaccheus being now truly Penitent for his Sins, 
would not make uſe of the Favour which the Law 
ſhewed to Publicans; but confidering that the Law 
both of God and Man required Four-fold Keftitution 
in the Caſe of manifeſt Theft, and being fully per- 
ſwaded in his Conſcience that all the ExaQion and 
Extortion that he had uſed was plainly Theft or Rob- 
bery, h&wſoever the Law might call ir, he preſent- 


| ly reſolves to reſtore whatſoever he had any way 


wronged any Man of Four. fold; that ſo he might be 
ſure to do not only what the Law, but what his own 
Conſcience, required of him; which being once touch- 
ed with a Senſe of his Sin, would never have been 
ſatisfied with his making only fimple Reſfitution of 
what he had unlawfully gotten ; for by that Means he 
would have ſuffered nothing for his Sin, neither would 
he have made full Reſtitution of all that he had un- 
juſtly gotten, for he had doubtleſs wrongfully taken 
Money from ſome People many Years before; all 
which Time he had enjoyed, and they had loft the 
Uk of the ſaid Money, which in an ordinary Way of 
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Trading might probably have amounted to Four 
Times as much as the Principal; and therefore he 


would not content with reſtoring any leſs, for fear he 


ſhould reſtore too little ; he was now reſolved to do all 
he could to expreſs his hearty Sorrow and Repentance 
for what he had done; and for that Purpoſe having 


given half his own Goods to the Poor, ſo whatſoever 


he had wronged other Men of he reſtotes it to them 
Four-fold. 1 

And herein Zaccheus hath ſer you a great Example , 
not that all are bound to reſtore Four told, any more 
than to give half their Goods to the Poor, as he did ; 
for his Caſe was extraordinary in this alſo, and there- 
fore is not to be brought into ordinary Example; [ 


ſay ordinary, for ſome Men may be in ſuch Circum- 


ſtances that they may be as much obliged, as he was, 
to make the ſame Reſtitution as he did : But we ſpeak 
now only of Ordinary or Common Reſtitution, or at 
leaſt of that which ought tobe as Common and Ordi. 
nary, as Deceit or Fraud ; and in this certainly all 
Men that ever wronged others ought to follow this 
Publican's Example, in reſtoring it fully to them. 

But this being a Matter wherein many Perſons are 
deeply concerned, we ſhall briefly conſider who are 
bound to make Reſtitution, and how and why they 
ought to do it. 

As for the Firſt, it is eaſie to determine who are 


bound to make Reſtitution, even all Perſons that ever 


wronged any Man of any Thing whatſoever, they are 
all bound to reſtore it again, by what Way and Means 
ſoever it was that they wronged him. All that by 
forging of Deeds, or ſuborning of Witneſſes, have got 
Poſſeſſion of other Mens Eftates. All that by Robbing 


npon the High-way, breaking open of Houſes, picking 
of Pockets, or by any other kind of Theft, have 
ſtolen any Thing from their Neighbours. All Ap- 
prentices and Servants that have neglected their — 
5 ers 
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ſters Buſineſs, embezzelled his Goods, purloined his 
Money, and converted any part of his Eſtate to their 
own uſe, All that by falſe Weights, falſe Meaſures, 
or falſe Sights, have impoſed upon their Cuftomers, 
ſo as to give them either leſs, or not ſo good, as they 


- agreed for, All tat induſtriouſly diſſemble or conceal. 


the Faultsor DefeQs of the Wares they ſell, and ſo 
make the Buyer pay more than whar it is really worth 
according to the Market Price. All that by their Dia. 
bolical Cunning and. Subtilty Cheat ot Over-reach 
thoſe they deal with, either in Buying or Selling, 
or any Sort of Contract or Bargain. All that by Lying 
or Swearing, or any ſuch wicked Artifice, defraud 
their Creditors, or any other Perſons, of what is their 
juſt Due. All that by ſmuckling their Goods, for- 
{wearing themſelves, or bribing of Servants, with-hold 
from the King any pait of his Cuſtoms, or other Re- 
venues, which the Laws of God, and of the Land, 
have given him a juſt Right and Title to. All that 
by ſlandering, or falſe accuſing of their Neighbours, 
have taken from them what they had, or hindered 
them from getting what they lawfully might. In 
ſhort, All that have been either Principals or Acceſ- 
ſories in wronging any Man of any Thing, howſdever 
it was done, they are bound to make him full Reſtitu- 
tion. | 
I ſay full Reſtitution, which is the next Thing to be 
conſider'd ; for all that are bound to make any Refti- 
tution are bound to make it as full as they can, ſo as to 
reſtore, if it be poſſible, the very Thing itſelf in Specie; 
and if that cannot be, the full Value of it in Money, or 
other Commodities, together with a reaſonable Con- 
fideration for what he that took it hath gotten by ha- 
ving it, and he from whom it was taken hath loſt for 
want of it; for otherwiſe the Party wronged will not 
have full Recompence made him for the Wrong that 
was done him; and he that did the Wrong will ſtill ©- 
have | 
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have ſomething in his Hand which is not his own, as 
not being gotten by his own Goods, but by his from 
whom he took them. Hence it is that by the Moſaic 
Law ſomething more was always to be reſtored than 
was taken away either by Stealth or Fraud. The leaſt 
that was required was a Fifth Part over and above the 
Principal, Lev. 6.5. And by Parity of Reaſon 1 
ſuppoſe the leaſt that any one among us ought to re- 
ſtore, beſides the Principal, is the Legal Intereſt of it 


for ſo long Time as he hath had it; as if a Man 


wronged his Neighbour of an Hundred Pounds Two 
Years ago, the leaſt he ought to reſtore is an Hundred 
and Twelve, and ſo proportionably for other Sums; 
but here it will be neceſſary to reſolve a few Caſes of 
Conſcience /which ofren occar. | 

2 1. Suppoſe the Perſon whom you have wronged 
be dead, to whom muſt ye make Reſtitution ? 

Anſw. To his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators, or 
to that Perſon to whom the Law would have given it, 
in Caſe you had not taken it away; but in Caſethat 
there be no ſuch Perſon to be found, as ſometimes 
there is not, then you muſt reftore it to God, as the 
Supreme Proprietor of all Things, and the only Owner 
that you can find of it ; beſure it is none of yours; you 
can claim no Right to it, neither can any one elſe as 
you can find upon Earth; fo that it is as a Weft or 
Stray, that belongs only to the Head Landlord of the 
World, to whom therefore you muſt reſtore it, by lay- 
ing it out upon Pious or Charitable Uſes, as he him- 
ſelf alſo commanded in the Old Law, Num. 5*8. 

9. 2. Suppoſe a Man be not able to make full Re- 
ro gs to all whom he hath wronged, what muſt he 

02 by * 

Anſw, His Caſe is very Sad and Deplorable; for if 

his Eyes be once opened ſo as to ſee his Sin and Folly, 


he will not be able to endure himſelf, for having 


wronged others, and diſabled. himſelf from righting 
| them 
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them again; however I would. not have ſuch a 
Man Deſpair, but Repent, and manifeſt his Repen- 
tance as well as he can; for which Purpoſe, if hecan- 
not reſtore as much as he ought, he ought to. reſtore, 
as much as he can, and labour Day and Night to get, 


if poſſible, out of that miſerable Condition; and if 


after all he cannot by any lawful Means get enough to 
ſatisfie thoſe whom he hath wronged, he ought to go 
tothem, and confeſs his Sin, and defire them to re- 
mit the Wrong that he hath done them; in which 


Caſe are bound in Conſcience to do it, as they 
themſelves expect and defire that Almighty God 


ſhould pardon the Sins that they have committed 


againſt him; and if he who ſuffered the Wrong hath: 


once forgiven it, he that did it hathno more to do but 
to make his Peace with God too, and then his Conſci- 
ence may be quiet. 


2. 3. What muſt they do who are conſcious to 
themſelves that they have wronged many, but know 


not who they were ? 


Anſw. This is the at of many Tradeſmen, who 


by falſe Weights, or Meaſures, or other unjuſt Deal- 
ing, defraud and cheat Perſons that come accidentally 


into their Shops or Warehouſes, whom they never ſaw 
before nor lince, and perhaps could not know them 
again if they ſhould ſee. them; ſo that it is impoſſible 
for them ever to make Reſtitution to the Perſons them- 
ſelves, or to the Families they have wronged, but 
they muſt of Neceſſity live and die in Debt to them; 


and. ĩt is very difficult, if not impoſſible, for them ever 


to extricate themſelves out of that miſerable Condition, 
which their own Covetouſneſs hath brought them in- 


to; which ſhould make all Men very cautious :how 


they deal in the World, leſt for the ſake of a little 


Money they contract that Guilt which can never be 


wiped off. The beft Advice that I can. give ſuch, is, 
firſt to leave off ſuch wicked Courſes, and then to 
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compute as well as they can what they have gotten by 


| Tuch unjuſt Dealings, and to make full Reſtitution of 


whatſoever they have wronged thoſe of whom they 
know, and to pay the Overplus all to the Poor; I ſay 
pay, not give it; for it is not an Act of Charity, but Ju- 
ſtice; they owe it to Somebody, tho they do not know to 
whom; if they did they ought to pay it to them; but 
ſeeing they do not know the Perſons to whom they 
oughr to pay it, they pay it to the Poor in their ſteads; 
but ſo that if they ſhould ever happen to know the Per- 


ſons themſelves whom they have wronged, they are 


bound in Conſcience to pay it to them too; that being 
the only proper Reſtitution which is made to the 


Perſon that is wronged, and which all ought to make 


to the utmoſt of their Power. 

And this brings me to the laſt Thing I promiſed to 
ſhew, even why they who have wronged others are 
bound to reſtore to them wharſoever they have wrong- 
ed them of; or what Neceſſity there is of making ſuch 
Reſtitution as I have now deſcribed. To underſtand 
this, we may confider firſt, that there is the ſame Ob- 
ligation upon all Perſons to reſtore what they have 


. wronged others of, as there is not to wrong them; 


for they wrong them all the while until they have 
reſtored it again, by detaining from them the Uſe of 
what they wrong'd them of; ſo that he who by 
Stealth or Fraud, or any other unlawful Way, gets 
Five Pounds, ſuppoſe of another Man's, into his Hands, 
he doth not only fin in the firſt Act whereby he unlaw- 
fully got ir, but he commits the ſame Sin all the while 
he keeps it; for ſo long as he hath it in his Hands he 
ſtill wrongs his Neighbour as much as he did when 
he firſt got it; and therefore all thoſe Laws of God 


which forbid you to ſteal or defraud others, oblige you 


to reſtore what you have defrauded or ſtolen from 
them, for till that be done ye live in the plain Breach 
and Violation of thoſe Divine Laws; * 

"Sin 
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Sin it was whereby ye got your Neighbours Goods 
ar firſt, ye commit the ſame Sin every Day, until ye 
put him again into the actual Poſſeſſion of them; 
which ſufficiently demonſtrates the abſolute Neceſſity 
of Reſtoring, as ſoon as poſſible, whatſoever any of 


* you have defrauded others of, leſt otherwiſe ye both 


live and die in Sin. 

Moreover, ye cannot but all acknowledge the 
Equity of that Golden Rule which our Lord hath fer 
you, and commanded you to walk by it, ſaying, Al! 
Things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to 
you, do ye even ſo to them, Matt. 7. 12. According 
to which Reſtitution muſt needs be neceſſary; for 
as [ believe there are but few of you but ſome time 
ot other have been circumvented and wronged in 
2 J dare ſay there is not a Man of you 

ut would have Reſtitution made you of whatſo- 
ever hath been wrongfully taken from you: Now 
therefore lay you Hands upon your Breaſt, and do 
as odd be done by; whatſoever ye have been 
wronged of by others ye would have reftored to 
you, and therefore whatſoever * have wronged 
others of do ye reſtore that to them, otherwiſe ye 
do not obſerve Chriſts Command, as becometh Ho- 
neſt and Good Men to do. n 

And indeed Honeſt and Good Men in all Ages 
have made as much Conſcience of this as of any 
one Duty whatſoever, when Fo/eph had privately 
conveyed his Brethrens Money into their Sacks, 
tho* they knew not bow it came there, and fo 
could have no Hand in it, yer their Father Facob 
would needs reſtore it back again, ſaying, Carry 
it again in your Hands, peradventure it was an 
Over fight, Gen. 43. 12. Whence we may obferye 
how ſcrupulous the good Old Man was of making 
Reſtitution, upon a mere Suſpicion that it might 


be an Overfightz n he hath taught you all 
. . - 70 
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26 The Nature and Neceſſity of Reſtitation. 


to be ſo exatt and juſt in Reſtoring what ye have 


of other Mens in your Hands, that although ye get 
it not by plain Fraud or Cheating, but only by ſome 
Overlight or Inadvertency either in them or your. 


ſelves, ye reſtore it to them again as ſoon as you 
can. Samuels Example alſo is much to be ob- 


ſerved in this Caſe, who having gathered all I/rae! 


together, ſaid to them, Behold here I am, witneſs 


againſt me before the Lord, and before bis Anoint- 
ed, whoſe Ox have I taten? Or whoſe Aſs baue I 
taten? Or whom have 1 defrauded ? Or whom have 


I oppreſſed ? Or of whoſe Hands have I received 


any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therewith ? And I 
will reſtore it you, 1 Sam. 12. 3. He knew not 
that he had wronged any Man; but if any Man 
knew he had he was ready to make him Reſtitution : 
So ye, although ye cannot remember that ye ever 
75 any Thing from any Man by any unlawful 

eans, yet if others can remember and prove it, 


ye ought immediately to reftore it to theright Owner. 


To the right Owner, I ſay, for fo certainly he is, 


by what unlawful Way ſoever ye came by it; it is 


not yours, but his from whom ye got it; it is 
as much his now it is in your Hands as when. it 
was in his own; for Injuſtice can never deprive a 
Man of his Right to what he hath juſtly gotten, for 


that js ſtill in him, whereſoever the Thing itſelf 
lyes, whether in his Hands or yours; and there- 


fore if ye have unjuſtly got it from him, ye are 


bound toreſtore it to him again, by the ſame Laws 
which dblige you to pay every one their own ; and 


until ye do that ye are his Debtors, and ought 
to take as much Care to pay him, as ye do to pay 


any Bond or Bill that you ever ſigned. 


But that which ſhould moſt of all excite and 
prevail with you to reftore whatſoever ye have 


either got or kept unjuſtly from other Men, is 


becauſe 
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becauſe till this be done your Sin can never be 
pardoned ; for it is plain, there can be no Pardon 
without true Repentance; and it is as plain, that 
there can be no true Repentance without Reſtitution; 


ſor no Man can be ſaid to be truly Penitent for 


any Sin that ſtill continues in it; but as I ob- 
ſerved before, he that ſinned in getting his Neigh- 
bours Goods, ſtill continues in the ſame Sin until 
he hath reſtored them to him; for he wrongs 
him as much by unlawful keeping, as he did by 
unlawful getting, of them; and therefore it is in 
vain to pretend that you are ſorry for the Sin, 
until you reſtore what you got by it; as St. Auguff ine 
obſerves, Si enim res aliena propter quam peccatum 
eſt, eam reddi palit, non redditur, non agitur 
panitentis, ſed fingitur. If another Man's 
„Goods, for which the Sin was committed, be 
* not reſtored, when they may, Repentance is not 
«* aQted, but feigned. And therefore he adds, Si 
autem veracitur agitur, non remittetur peccatum, 
niſi reſtituatur ablatum. But if Repentance be 
„ truly acted, the Sin will not be forgiven, except 
* what was taken away be reſtored, Auguſt. 
Epift. 54. ad Macedonium. Hence in the Old Law, 
when any one had robbed, or deceived, or defrauded 
his Neighbour, as ever he deſired to have his Sin 
pardoned, he was firſt to reſtore what he had taken 
from him, with a fifth. part more; when what was 
done, he was to carry a Ram for his Treſpaſs-Offering 
to the Prieſt, who with that made an Atonement for 
him, and then his Sin was forgiven, Lev. 6. 2, 3, Cc. 
So that until he had made Reſtitution the Prieſt could 
not accept of his Offering, nor make an Atonement 
for him, and ſo till then his Sin could not be pardon- 
ed: To this our Lord ſeems to allude, Matt. 5. 23, 
24. And it is very obſervable, that Almighty God 
himſelf, by the — promiſeth to a” 
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28 The Nature and Neceſſity of Reſtitution. 
ſuch Sins only upon theſe Terms, If the Wicked, faith 
he, reflore the Pledge, and give again that be hath 
robbed, and walk in the Statutes of Life, without 
committing Iniquity, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not 
die; Ezek. 33. 15. But we need not have gone 
any further than my Text itſelf to have proved this; 
for here we find that upon Zaccheus's making 
Reſtitution our Lord preſently ſaid, This Day it 
Salvation come into this Houſe ; whereby he hath 
given us to underſtand that till that Time the 
Man had, been in a State of Sin and Damnation, 
but now that he had reſtored whatſoever he had 
wronged others of, his Sin was pardoned, and his 
Soul ſhould be ſaved. 2489 

Theſe Things I thought good to put you in mind 
of at this Time, becauſe, as I fear, many among 
you have, by Lying, or Stealing, or Cheating, or 
ſome unlawful Way or other, got other Mens 


Money or Goods into your Hands; ſo 1 hope there 


are none of you but are now ſorry for it, and hear- 
tily deſire Almighty God to pardvn it; but that I 
am ſure he will never do, until you have reſtored, 
if ye be able, what ye have ſo gotten; it is in vain 
for you to expect it, he hath in effect told you that 
he will not; and how can ye expect that he ſhould 
break his Word for you? No, miftake not your- 
ſelves; ſo long as you are ſo unjuſt to others, as not 
to reſtore what ye have wrongfully taken from them, 
ye have no ground to hope that God will be ſo 
merci ful to you as to pardon the Sins that ye have 
committed againſt him; but rather, till that be 
done, ye muſt look for nothing but Wrath and 
Indignation from him, and all the Curſes that he 
hath denounced againſt Impenitent Sinners; he 
will curſe what ye have got lawfully, for the ſake 
of that which ye have unlawfully gotten 3 it will 
be a Moth in your Eſtates, which will * eat 

them 
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The Nature and Neceſſity of Reflitutios. 5. 
them up, either in your own or your Childrens 
Time, Zr. 17. 11, And it would be well for 
you if that was all; for if ye live any longer without 
making Reſtitution, ye may die alſo — — doing 
it, and by Conſequence bewail your Folly and Mad- 


Let me therefore beſeech and adviſe you all togo 
Home and retire into your Cloſer, or ſome private 
Place, and there look back upon your Lives, recolle 
yourſelves, and conſider ſeriouſly whether ye have 
not injured ſome Perſon or other, by getting ſome 
part of their Eſtates into your Hands; and if u 
an Imparrial View you find ye have, let not the 
go down before ye have at leaft reſolved to make © 
Reſtitution as ſoon as poſſible; and likewiſe to ex- 
preſs your Repentance for defrauding others, by a 
more than ordinary Liberality to the Poor; do this, 
and then you may firmly believe that God, for ChriſPs 
Sake, will pardon your Sin, and receive you again 
into his Grace and Favour for then ye will do this 
Day, as Zaccheus once did; and then Chrift will 
ſay toevery one of you, as hedid to him, Thzs 
is Salvation come into this Houſe : Which God 
it may, through the ſame Feſus Chriſt, to whom be 
Glory for ever. Amen. SLE 
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